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“Make A Grand Entrance” at Lyme Art Association 

Old Lyme, CT, May 22, 2009:  Lyme Art Association’s walkways are more than in need of a curb appeal makeover; the terrace is disintegrating and dangerous, and also not what architect Charles Adams Platt initially envisioned. LAA is working to rebuild the existing walkways, and plans are underway to create a walkway from the front door to the studio door, wrapping around the side of the historic building. All three of these paths will be made of a material and style that Platt would have used.

Historic landscape architect Sheila Wertheimer and architect Roger Clements spent over two years redesigning the walkways, the terrace, outdoor lighting and plantings. Wertheimer and Clements, both of whom are LAA board members, researched Charles Platt’s original plans and plans he put to use at other locations. From this they have come up with the new plan for the LAA.

“It’s important because it’s in dire need. The front was never finished,” says Wertheimer. An asphalt walk, she points out, “is going to such a beautiful building. It’s an awful introduction and doesn’t introduce the site well.”

 “It would be nice to make the front of the building look loved. We care about it,” says Wertheimer.

Explains Clements, “The key element and the thing that drove the project was that the LAA was extremely short on funds when they built the building so they never really finished the project that Platt laid out for them.” He adds, “the initial concept we tried to follow was to finish what he had shown on his drawings and bring this to fruition.”

“They were very short on cash in the early 1920s when they were working on the building, so we figured let’s see what we can do to continue on with the original project and are trying to be guided as closely as we can,” said Clements. 

On the architecturals, Clements has tried to have a historic document that relates to everything in the new plan. While some compromises must be made to meet today’s requirements, “we’ve looked at as authentic materials as we can track down that are appropriate to its current use,” he said.

Since exterior lighting in the 1920s was “not a big thing,” the architects have tried to be “relatively subtle about the lighting,” Clements explains. He has found on two of Platt’s buildings lighting that he used that was “novel, unique for the time, and that we could emulate.” 



The banners currently seen on the front of the building were originally on flagpoles whose bases are still in the front lawn and underneath the urns. The proposal includes “putting those back on flagpoles and back where they belong.”

The patio was likely built at the time the building was built and probably wasn’t built as it should have been,” believes Wertheimer. “There’s a half-moon missing and it’s also very dangerous. It really needs to be repaired.” 

The original plan did not specify which pavers were used for the patio, “so we’re choosing what we think he would of used or could have used and also using more modern, non-slippery pavers because now it’s possible. It’s a public space and we don’t want people slipping on wet pavers,” she says.

“It’s doing a number of other things that will make the thing look reasonably the way Platt had designed it,” said Clements. 

To show off these exciting new projects and to raise funds to continue their progress, LAA will host a “Make A Grand Entrance” cocktail party on July 11.  

“Make A Grand Entrance” will include much more than cocktails, music, art and food. The evening will offer a drawing for a monthly floral arrangement from the talented floral designer Carla Steele, proprietor of Elements in Old Lyme. Small paintings created by LAA elected artists will be auctioned off.  Attendees will have the opportunity to purchase bricks or tiers of bricks through the “Buy a Brick” campaign. And, the future plans will be on display for guests to see. 

“This is not only the first event for the newly formed Development Committee but also the kick-off to the fundraising campaign that will raise funds for the building restoration,” says Chairman of Make A Grand Entrance, Vice President of LAA, and Development Committee member Eliza Sharp. Adds Sharp, “The committee is thrilled to present this gala event and hopes that the community shares this feeling and supports the these vital undertakings.” 

“Make A Grand Entrance” will take place on July 11 from 6 pm to 8 pm. Tickets are $35 and can be purchased at Lyme Art Association, 90 Lyme Street in Old Lyme or by calling LAA at 860-434-7802. 
 
About Lyme Art Association

The Lyme Art Association was founded in 1914 by the American Impressionists and continues the tradition of exhibiting and selling representational artwork by its members and invited artists, as well as offering art instruction and lectures to the community. The Lyme Art Association is located at 90 Lyme Street, Old Lyme, CT, in the National Historic Landmark building designed by Charles Adams Platt. Admission is free with contributions appreciated. Gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 10am to 5pm, Sunday 1 to 5pm. For more information on exhibitions, purchase of art, art classes, or becoming a member, call 860-434-7802.
