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Landscape Painting in Oil with William P. Duffy

William P. Duffy will conduct an intensive three-day workshop on Landscape Painting in Oil at the Lyme Art Association, Friday through Sunday, May 15 through May 17. 


Unlike past workshops at LAA with Mr. Duffy, the class will meet onsite each day. Duffy will demonstrate the value of a quick drawing on toned paper before executing a full color painting. Each day, after the instructor’s demonstration, the entire class will paint, followed by a group critique.


The major points Landscape Painting in Oil will touch upon include: using a simple four-value approach as a tool in design; understanding the role of color and contrast in the creation of mood; achieving focus; learning to simplify value patterns to achieve unity and impact; and discussing the relative merits of various painting tools.


"I have progressed the most during those times when I have been willing to risk disaster, laugh and enjoy the painting process," says Duffy. “Let that be the theme of this workshop,” the instructor adds.

Duffy says he encourages his students to take this intensive workshop to refresh and apply what they have learned in previous workshops.


The artist approaches painting on three different levels. “All three are interrelated, but easier to discuss separately,” he says. The first is the aesthetic. “Composition for me is a complex exercise of arranging squares and rectangles broken by subtle curves and angles and activated by a graduated system of warm and cool colors, hopefully fitting into a cohesive whole.”


Creating a sense of place is the second level. Says Duffy, “Light, atmosphere, local color, and texture play the major roles, enabling the viewer to say, yes, this is Nantucket, Ireland, Martha’s Vineyard or the Azores. Painting on location, producing small studies, is crucial to the success of the final studio painting. Although I put the most emphasis on the studio work, many collectors have sought out the studies as works of art in and of themselves.”


The third level, he explains, is the emotional or spiritual content. “This is the most difficult one for me to articulate. Painting is a means to explore composition and express deep-seated spiritual sentiments. I seek out places that are conducive to these ends. A painting must have mood and subtle power. I try to stir the soul.”


Landscape Painting in Oil will run May 15 through May 17 from 9 am to 4 pm. The cost to attend the workshop is $325 for members and $350 for members-to-be. Please call the LAA at 860-434-7802 for additional information or to register.

About Lyme Art Association 

The Lyme Art Association was founded in 1914 by the American Impressionists and continues the tradition of exhibiting and selling representational artwork by its members and invited artists, as well as offering art instruction and lectures to the community. The Lyme Art Association is located at 90 Lyme Street, Old Lyme, CT, in a building designed by Charles Adams Platt and located within an historic district. Admission is free with contributions appreciated. Gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 10am to 5pm, Sunday 1 to 5pm. For more information on exhibitions, purchase of art, art classes, or becoming a member, call 860-434-7802.





