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LYME ART ASSOCIATION • 90 LYME STREET • OLD LYME, CT 06371

Short Term Rental Agreement for Special Events 
This agreement for a short term rental of the gallery(s) at the Lyme Art Association, 90 Lyme Street, Old Lyme, Connecticut, 06371 is made by and between the Lyme Art Association Incorporated (LAA) and 

______________________________________________of________________________ 

(Hereinafter called the “Renter”)                                       (town, state and/or organization)
A. General: 
1. LAA rents its Gallery to responsible groups or individuals for fundraising events and other private affairs. If the event involves an exhibition, the event must be coordinated with LAA’s exhibition schedule in advance. 

2. LAA may refuse to rent to any group or person for any reason not prohibited by law. LAA reserves the right to eject Renter, or any person or device associated with or invited by Renter, from the Gallery and LAA premises if LAA, in its sole discretion, deems such to be unsafe, hazardous or artistically inappropriate, or not in substantial conformance with the description and or purpose of the event which is stated at the time of making this agreement. 

3. Rent must be paid one week in advance of the event/tenancy. Rental rate is $_________________for_____________________. A security deposit of $_________ is required; more may be requested based on specific circumstances and LAA’s experience with the Renter. 

4. The premises available for rental are comprised of the main floor of the LAA Gallery, consisting of four large gallery rooms and attendant rest rooms. Renter or associated persons may use the lower floor of LAA for storage of rented furniture and/or catering. 

5. Any caterer or other vendor who the Renter uses shall be subject to approval by LAA, in its sole discretion, at least one week prior to the time of Renter’s use. 

6. NO SMOKING IS PERMITTED INSIDE OF THE GALLERY. 

7. Candles are permitted if enclosed safely in glass, with no exposed flame; however, 
decorative, confined candles must be approved before use in the gallery. 
UNCONFINED HEAT SOURCES ARE NOT PERMITTED.

 8. All food heating devices and their use must be safe, UL approved, and in compliance with relevant regulations. No fuel containers are permitted other than small propane or alcohol associated with approved food heating devices. Grills and food heating devices with open flame must be used outside. 
9. The Renter shall take good care of premises. Renter shall take reasonable steps to prevent touching of, injury to, any and all art work. Renter shall prevent disorderly conduct of Renter’s invitees during any event. If appropriate, Renter shall provide security personnel for control of people and vehicles (parking). Any spills must be cleaned immediately. 

10. All decorations are subject to express approval of LAA. Any attachment to the gallery floors, walls or ceilings shall be approved in advance by LAA. Any consequential or substantial hanging or other bulky decorations MUST BE FIRE RETARDENT. 
11. Dancing is permitted only with professional installation of a temporary dance floor. 

12. The start time of any event/rental will be determined between the Renter and LAA staff, so that regular gallery hours are not compromised. Any event/rental must conclude by 11 P.M. Renter shall fully clean and secure LAA premises at the conclusion of the event. 
13. Premises must be left clean, broom swept and all garbage, recycle, food and beverage must be removed immediately following the end of the rental period. Unless otherwise approved, galleries must be left free of any Renter’s items, artwork, or other debris within 24 hours of the end of the time of renting. All rental equipment must be moved downstairs and left neatly stacked, near the downstairs exit immediately following the rental period and must be removed by rental company within 48 hours of the end of the time of rental. Any object(s) left on the premises after that time shall become property of LAA and may be discarded by it without notice. 

14. Renter shall comply with all laws and regulations. Occupancy of rented premises shall not exceed 200 persons. No vehicles are to be parked or driven across the front lawn. 

B. Renter(s):______________________________________________________
Date(s) of Rental: 

_________________________= __________day(s). 

Time of use for above dates: _____________________
Amount of security deposit: _____________________the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged____________. 

Amount of Rent:__________________________payable by_______________________. 

Description of Event:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Caterer or other vendor of Renter: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Principle contact person at LAA, for approvals:_________________________________ 

Phone #:________________________________________________________________ 

Alternate contact person at LAA, for approvals:_________________________________ 

Phone #:________________________________________________________________ 

Special Conditions: 

Dance floor rental? ________If so, name of rental company______________________
C. Other terms and conditions: 

14. LAA may hold the Renter’s security deposit in its general account. LAA shall return the Renter’s security deposit within 5 business days of the end of the Renter’s tenancy, provided, LAA may deduct any reasonable cost or expense incurred because of Renter’s failure to comply with this agreement, including minor damage or for clean up, etc. 

15. LAA can keep the Renter’s entire security deposit and terminate this agreement if Renter fails to pay rental payment when due. 

16. Renter shall be responsible for all damage to LAA premises caused by persons or things on LAA premises in connection with the Renter’s tenancy. The Renter shall be liable to LAA for all reasonable costs arising from Renter’s failure to comply with any term or condition of this agreement, including reasonable attorney’s fees. 

17. Renter shall cause LAA to be a named insured under a general liability policy to be obtained by Renter and carried with (insurer)______________________________________in the amount of $_____________________coverage. 

18. Renter shall provide LAA with a certificate of Renter’s insurance at least one week prior to the first date of rental as set forth above. If Renter fails to do so, LAA may terminate this agreement and keep security deposit. LAA shall have subrogation rights under Renter’s insurance. 

19. RENTER HEREBY HOLDS HARMLESS AND AGREES TO DEFEND AND INDEMNIFY LAA FROM ANY AND ALL DAMAGE OR LOSS ARISING FROM RENTER’S USE OF LAA PREMISES OR RENTER’S EXERCISE OR ANY OTHER RIGHT UNDER THIS AGREEMENT, except that which is caused by LAA’s gross neglect or intentional misconduct. 

20. Any dispute relating to this agreement shall be solely resolved by arbitration under the American Arbitration Association, Hartford, Connecticut. 

21. This agreement has been reviewed and understood by the Renter. All the provisions in Parts A, B and C above apply. Any exceptions or changes have been initialed by LAA and the Renter above. 

This agreement is signed on the________day of_____________(month),________(year). 

Renter: Print Name_______________________________ Signature: ____________________ 

The Lyme Art Association, Inc.: 

Print Signer’s Name:______________________________ Signature: _____________________ 

Title:_______________________ 

